Chapter Seventy-two
GOLDEN LOTUS QUARRELS WITH HEARTS
DELIGHT
They flourish their arms and shrug their shoulders
Sometimes warm and sometimes cold.
Even a eunuch may raise a family
And a stone virgin bring forth a child.
Loss of power is the one thing to escape.
To some, their own children are not so much to be loved
As other people's children.
Father and Mother are not of great account
At any moment their own children
May pass them by.
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HILE Hsi-m£n Ch'ing was away, the Moon Lady
was a little anxious. There were so many ladies in
the household, and she was afraid there might be
trouble. She exhorted them all to keep the peace, and made
sure that the main gate was closed and the back-door locked,
every night. The ladies stayed at home, doing needlework.
Whenever Ch'£n Ching-chi had to go to the inner court for
clothes or anything, the Moon Lady took care that either
Ch'un Hung or Lai An went with him. She was particularly
careful about the closing of doors and windows and made
quite sure that everything was safe.
Golden Lotus could see nothing of Ching-chi.
One day, the nurse, Heart's Delight, gave her an oppor-
tunity to make trouble. The Moon Lady took some of Hsi-
m£n  Ch'ing's clothes, shirts, and underclothes to Heart's
Delight, and told her and Madam Han to wash and iron
them. Plum Blossom was washing at the same time, and she
sent Chrysanthemum to borrow the dolly-pin. Heart's Delight
and Welcome Spring were using it, and they would not give
it up. "You borrowed it only the other day," Heart's Delight
said, "and here you are, after it again. We have all these shirts
and clothes of our master's to do while Madam Han is here/'
Chrysanthemum, in a very ill humour, went back and
said to Plum Blossom: "You are always sending me there to
borrow things," and now they won't lend me the dolly-pin,
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